
 

 

 

At Whose Expense Are We Laughing? 
Sexual Violence Against Children As a Joke on Family Guy 
 

Who could have imagined there would be a day when sexual violence would 

be viewed as an appropriate punch-line to a joke?  Over the past few years sexual 

violence against women and children has become a popular topic of humor in the 

entertainment media.  

At a time in our nation’s history when 76 colleges and universities are under 

federal investigation for not doing enough to protect victims of sexual violence on 

campus; at a time when nearly one in three women in America is sexually abused; at 

a time when growing numbers of human beings around the world are victims of 

human trafficking, the PTC is humbly and respectfully asking every person reading this article, “At whose expense are 

we laughing?”  

Rather than debating where the line exists between appropriate and inappropriate jokes about sexual violence, 

we should feel compelled to send the strongest possible message that sexual violence – and especially sexual violence 

perpetrated against children in any form – is never funny.  

The Parents Television Council examined Family Guy, one of the most-watched shows on television by children 

ages 12-17, to understand the volume and degree of sexually exploitative content airing within that program. According 

to Nielsen, even children as young as ages 2-11 are regular consumers of the show’s content.  

Using first-run episodes of Family Guy as the point of reference, the study identified depictions, references, and 

implied acts of sexual violence that aired over a three-year period – between February 16, 2012 and February 15, 2015 –

during times of day when children are likely to be in the audience. 

 

Methodology 
PTC Entertainment Analysts conducted content analyses on every first-run episode of Family Guy that aired 

between February 16, 2012 and February 15, 2015. Analysts examined all programming for type of content, quantity of 

content, and the graphic nature of the content. Data collection consisted of analysts viewing and logging program 

content to address the following variable categories: Content rating (TV-PG, TV-14, etc.); airdate, airtime, age of 

victim, and type of sexual violence depicted or described. The table below presents the study findings. 

Frequency and Percentage of Scenes Containing Sexual Violence by Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age 

February 16  

2012 

– 

February 15  

2013 

 

February 16  

2013 

– 

February 15  

2014 

February 16 

2014 

– 

February 15  

2015 

Total 

Under 18   9 75% 16 70% 21 91% 46 79% 

18 and over   1   8%   6 26%   1   4% 8 14% 

Unclear   2 17%   1   4%   1   4% 4   7% 

TOTAL 12 100% 23 100% 23 100% 58 100% 
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Major Findings 
• Seventy nine percent of all the sexual violence scenes that aired on Family Guy over the past 3 years have been 

perpetrated on children and teens. 

• Every instance of sexual violence that aired on Family Guy was delivered in the form of a joke or humorous 

depiction of rape, statutory rape, molestation, or pedophilia.  

• Sexual violence scenes shifted from focusing on children 75% of the time in 2012-2013, and 70% of the time in 2013-

2014, to an almost exclusive focus on children in 2014-2015 (91%).  

• In 2014-2015 there were a total of 21 episodes of Family Guy during the study period. Within those episodes there 

were 23 scenes containing some form of sexual violence.   Twenty-one of those scenes were jokes and humorous 

depictions regarding sexually violating children.  

• All of the scenes referenced in the study were from first-run Family Guy episodes that aired at 8:30 pm or 9:00 pm 

Eastern/Pacific (7:30 pm or 8:00 pm Central/Mountain) when children are likely to be in the audience.  

• Every episode in the study aired over the publicly-owned airwaves and was rated by the Fox Broadcast Network as 

appropriate for a 14 year old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
In the introduction of this report the question was posed, “Who could have imagined there would be a day 

when sexual violence would be viewed as an appropriate punch-line to a joke?” Based upon the current study findings it 

appears that day is here. These findings show that jokes about sexual violence are not just occasional occurrences, but 

in fact have become a routine part of the Family Guy formula. PTC’s concern for the highly offensive content extends to 

a television network’s use of the public airwaves to deliver this content to homes across America. Further compounding 

the issue, networks are rating these episodes as appropriate for children as young as 14 years of age. 

Rape, incest, pedophilia, sex trafficking, sexual abuse and other of humanity’s most horrific crimes are far-too-

frequent occurrences in today’s society. Why would we ever want to be in the position of laughing at humanity’s worse 

offenses to children?  As media commentators and advocates for a safer entertainment media landscape for children, 

the PTC cares deeply about the potential impact to millions of children who consumed these Family Guy jokes and who 

may become desensitized to, or who will trivialize real-life consequences of such conduct.  

The PTC intends to use the findings of the present report to inform and educate the public – especially parents; 

to advocate for more responsible use of the public airwaves by those who have been granted a license to do so; and to 

hold corporate sponsors accountable for the programming that their media dollars help to underwrite. 

Definitions 

Rape:  Non-consensual sex with an adult victim or with an underage victim and underage 

perpetrator. 

Statutory Rape:  Sexual intercourse between an adult perpetrator and an underage victim.   

Molestation:  Inappropriate physical contact between an adult and a child that excludes 

intercourse. (Ex: inappropriate touching). 

Pedophilia:  Sexualizing a minor without touching the minor (i.e. showing a sexual body part to a 

minor or ascribing attraction to a minor’s physical appearance). 

The descriptions above are not intended to serve as legal definitions for the category labels. Instead, they 

describe how the data was categorized for purposes of this study and the types of sexual behaviors that were 

included in each category. 



 Content Descriptions 
"Quagmire's Mom" TV14-DLSV 2/8/2015 9:00 PM 

Quagmire wakes up in this living room with a girl lying on top of him. 

 

Quagmire: Kira, that was an amazing night. Sorry I can't drive you to work, I gotta go sit in my den until you leave.  

Kira: Oh, that's okay. I'll just take the school bus. 

Quagmire: Wait, what? You drive the school bus? 

Kira: No, silly. I take the bus. I'm in high school. 

Quagmire: What the hell? You said you were twenty-three. 

Kira: Yeah, and you said you loved me. 

Quagmire: Well, you got me there. 

 

Joe and several police officers knock on his door. 

 

Joe: Hey, Quagmire, sorry to bother you, but we're following up on a tip. Did you have sex with this underage girl? 

Quagmire: I don't want to go to jail, but I really want to take credit. 

Joe: Quagmire, I'm afraid you're under arrest for statutory rape. 

Quagmire: All right, but let me just send the pictures I took of her last night to all my friends. 

 

Joe receives a text. He looks at his phone. 

 

Joe: Oh yeah! Boom! You're disgusting. Take him away. We have all the awesome evidence we need. 

 

"Quagmire's Mom" TV14-DLSV 2/8/2015 9:00 PM 
Quagmire is charged with statutory rape. At his trial, Joe takes the witness stand. 

Lawyer: Now please tell us what Mr. Quagmire said he did with the girl. 

Joe: He said he gave her a Frosty Jim. 

Lawyer: And can you please explain to the courtroom what a Frosty Jim is? 

Joe: Well, it's when you urinate in a condom and tie it off, freeze it and the woman pretends it's a man. 

 

"Quagmire's Mom" TV14-DLSV 2/8/2015 9:00 PM 
Quagmire's mom gives birth. She's in stirrups and the OBGYN cradles newborn Glen.  

OBGYN: How do you feel?  

Mom: Horny. Really horny. Could you put him back so I could push him out again?  

Quagmire: I was born nine times that day. 

 

"He's Bla-ack!" TV14-DLSV 5/11/2014 8:30 PM 
Peter: Women will always band together to stop an offensive art exhibit from coming to town, so I've arranged for all my 

photos of baby wieners to be put on display. 

Cleveland: Oh, Peter, I'm gonna have to call the police on this. 

Peter: What? Why? It's to get our wives back together. 

Cleveland: Peter, these are hundreds of naked babies in suggestive situations. And they’re time stamped as far back as 1998, 

which is way before we had this idea. 

Peter: I need help! 

 

"Meg Stinks!" TV14-DLSV 5/4/2014 8:30 PM 
Lois: You really think Meg is college material, Principal Sheppard? 

Sheppard: Yes, she's a solid B student. And that's quite an accomplishment considering none of her teachers are willing to 

sleep with her. 

Peter: Sophomore year she was molested by the janitor. Does that help? 

 

"Mom's the Word" TV14-DLSV 3/9/2014 8:30 PM 
Peter stands on a chair while he helps Evelyn bake. 

 

Peter: When I baked with my mom, I always stood on a chair. Another memory is my Uncle Roy putting his thumb in me. 



"Mom's the Word" TV14-DLSV 3/9/2014 8:30 PM 

Evelyn begins kissing Peter passionately despite the fact that he sees her as a mother figure. While she's kissing him, she 

notices something playing on the television. 

Peter: Come on, are you molesting me or watching TV? 

 

"Brian's a Bad Father" TV14-DLSV 1/26/2014 9:00 PM 
Brian: Art is scary. This is writing, man. The viewer wants to be raped.  

Writer: Are you saying my nine-year-old daughter wants to be raped? 

Brian: Now you're asking the right questions. 

 

"Brian's a Bad Father" TV14-DLSV 1/26/2014 9:00 PM 
Joe: I'm sorry, Peter, it's just that Quagmire has been there for me in some pretty dark days, and he's been a wonderful 

godfather to Suzy. 

 

Suzy scampers into the room and into Quagmire's arms. 

 

Quagmire: There's my little Suzy-whoozy. 

Peter: I love Suzy more. C'mere, Suzy. Uncle Peter's gonna give you a raspberry. 

Peter takes Suzy and lifts her in the air. The camera turns away and points to Quagmire and Joe's shocked reactions.  

Off-camera, Peter is making a farting noise. 

Quagmire: Peter, that's not where you do a raspberry. 

Peter: I closed my eyes too early. 

Joe: I think it's best if you leave. 

 

"Friends Without Benefits" TV14-DLSV 12/9/2012 9:00 PM 
Meg: I was wondering if I could borrow some roofies.  

Quagmire: Oh, sure, just a sec. Roofies, huh? Pretty big pill for such a little girl. 

Meg: Yeah, I know. But I asked someone to do me a favor and they're not too keen on doing it. 

Quagmire: Oh, I know what they're for, honey. So how's school? 

 

They chit-chat for a little bit. Meg thanks him for the bag of roofies he hands her. 

 

Quagmire: That's what it's all about, Glen. Don't rape it back, rape it forward. 

 

"Fresh Heir" TV14-DLSV 3/23/2014 8:30 PM 
Chris spends time with Carter, his grandfather, who has broken his leg and spends most of his time recuperating in bed. 

 

Carter: And the worst part about it is I can't have sex. God, I wish there was a way I could just do it myself, you know, just to 

be done and napping within four minutes. 

Chris: Let me show you something. 

 

Cut to: Moments later: Carter is reclining on his bed, looking satisfied. 

 

Carter: That was amazing. And Linda Carter wasn’t actually here? 

Chris: No, that was just in your mind. 

Carter: Incredible! So you can do that like once a year or something. 

Chris: No, you can do it basically whenever you're not doing something else. 

Carter: Cool! Hey, next time I wanna try it with my hand. 
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