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October 8, 2013 --- Bryant School District wants to present the actual facts of the History assignment 
regarding the Bill of Rights. This assignment was part of a month long comprehensive study of our 
Constitution.

On Sept. 11, the history class began researching the Constitutional Convention. They compared 
the rough draft of the Preamble to the final version and discussed the reasons why it was changed. 
Students were quizzed on the information.

On Sept. 20, the class began analyzing the Constitution. Each student was given their own copy to 
highlight information as articles were discussed. This deep reading exercise was designed to help 
students understand the meaning of each article.

Students did a scavenger hunt for the key facts about each branch of government. They read the 
information in the textbook to help them gain a better understanding of the Constitution. School 
House Rock - A Bill helped them understand how laws are made.

On Sept. 30, students were tested on the Three Branches of Government by completing a chart for 
each branch and listing three powers they felt were the most important, including reasoning for 
their choices.

Each student received a copy of the Bill of Rights on Oct. 1, and the class discussed the Ten 
Amendments. Afterwards, students were provided another copy of the Bill of Rights, with a 
summary and photo representation of each.

Students were given the Bill of Rights assignment, due October 7, and the teacher explained what 
each child needed to do. Students worked in teams to prioritize, revise, omit two and add two 
amendments, to revise the Bill of Rights.

The teacher explained again the purpose of the assignment and how Article V is the process of 
ratifying amendments.

Students were asked to use critical thinking based on the information covered about the 
Constitution. Students were required to formulate arguments supporting their own suggestions with 
support for their argument. They were graded for their ability to formulate a claim and support with 
detail which is a standard expected in this grade level. After the group presentations, each 
student submitted their own proposals for the Revised Bill of Rights.

As always, we ask parents to contact teachers first with any issues about assignments.

In cases like this, it’s necessary to look at the curriculum as a whole. When taken out of context, it’s 
difficult to find the intent of the assignment. Seen as a unit of study, it should be clear that students 
discussed the process of writing the Constitution, were given instructions on the Bill of Rights and 
asked to apply that knowledge to a project based assignment which engaged students and 
supported the school’s effort to recognize Celebrate Freedom Week as required under
Arkansas State Law 6-16-101, and US Stat.2809, 3344-45 (Section 111) which requires educational 
programming on the United States Constitution.


